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fhat they very eafily gave way, and the reduction was 
effected with as little difficulty, as ever I faw in a dis¬ 
location of the humerus. 

Might not the giving flrong purgatives, and fre¬ 
quently repeating them, fo as to render the mufcles of 
ftrong mufcular fubjedts more lax and weak, be a 
means of reducing luxations of the humerus, which 
are not reducible by any method of extenfion, which 
is often found the cafe ? 

I am, SIR, 

Your very humble lervant, 

Charles Yonge, 


LXXVI. Some Obfervatiom upon a Samnite- 
Etrufcan Coin, never before fully explained. 
In a Letter from the Rev. John Swinton, 
B.D. o/’Chrift-Church, Oxon. F.R.S . 
to the Rev. Thomas Birch, D. D. Secre¬ 
tary to the Royal Society . 

Reverend Sir, 

Read June 19.Tr Have in my fmall colledtion a filver 
1760 X Etrufcan coin, of the fize of the 
confular denarii, fimilar to one publiffied by (i)'Ful- 
vius Urfinus, (2) Patin, (3) Vaillant, (4,) Havercamp, 


C1 ) Fulv. Urfin. in Fa mil. Rcmanar. num. incert. 

( 2 ) Car. Pat. ibid. 

(.3) J- V"aill. in Fam.il Romanar. num. incert. 

( 4 ) Sig. Haverc. apud Andr. Morel, in Tbefaur. Numifmat. 
P- 459- 
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and Sig. Annibale degli Abati Olivieri (5), a gentle¬ 
man of Pefaro, who has written two learned di flirta¬ 
tions upon three or four medals of the fame kind; 
all which, with the greateft appearance of truth, he 
takes to have been ftruck on oecafion of the Social 
war. Fulvius Urfinus, Patin, Vaillant, Morel, and 
Havercamp aflign the medal refembling mine a place 
amongft the uncertain, or unknown, confular coins j 
though Havercamp (6), without any manner of 
foundation, affirms it to be a medal of Faleria. But 
this is not to be wondered at, as he feems to have 
been almoft an intire ftranger to the Etrufcan cha¬ 
racter. Sig. Annibale degli Abati Olivieri has* with 
die higheft degree of probability, determined it to be 
(7) a Samnite coin; and clearly evinced it tahave 
firfl appeared in (8), or about, the year of Rome 
663. 

But notwithftanding this moft learned and inge¬ 
nious gentleman has fo perfectly well explained three 
very rare filver Etrufcan medals of C. Papius Mutilus, 
who commanded the Samnite troops in the Social 
war, that not the leaft doubt can be entertained of 
the truth of his explication; notwithftanding he has 
fufficiently proved the coin I am confidering to have 
been adorned with the name of the pretor of the 


(5) ^ a ggi di Dijfertazioni Aceademiche pubblicamente lette nella 
Nobile Accademia Etrufca dell’ anthhijjima Cittd di Cortona . 
Tom. II. p.49—72. & Tom. IV. p. 133—148. 

(6) Sig. Haverc. apud Andr. Morel, in Thefaur. Numifmat. 
five Sig. Haverc. Comment, in Famil. Roman . num. omn. is c, 
p. 459* 

( 7 ) Annib. degli Abati Olivier, in Saggt &c. ubi fup. 

( 8 ) Id. ibid. 


Marfl, 
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Marfi, who likewife diftinguifhed himfelf againft the 
Romans, in the fame ruinous and deftrudtive war; 
yet I cannot prevail upon myfelf abfolutely to con¬ 
gratulate him, upon his difcovery of all the Etrufcan 
characters forming that name. His differtation here 
does not come quite up to the point. Of this he 
feems himfelf to have been aware, when he informed 
the learned world, that, “ after having viewed the 
“ Etrufcan infcription with a very good glafs, and 
“ well confidered it, he thought he could make out 
st the following letters, P. ITEEIV; and that if fuch 
“ another medal fhould hereafter be found, with the 
* elements better preferved, it might perhaps con- 
" firm his (9) conjecture.” Having therefore a fimi- 
lar coin now in my polfeffion, I hope I fhall be in¬ 
dulged the liberty of tranfmitting to the Royal Society 
a few brief and concife obfervations upon it; efpe- 
eially, as thefe may perhaps throw fome new light 
upon Sig. Annibale degli Abati Olivieri’s difcoveries, 
and ferve as a fhort fupplement to his two mod: 
learned and elaborate diflertations. 

The laureated head on my Etrufcan denarius is 
adorned with an ear-ring, not vifible either on Sig. 
Annibale degli Abati Olivieri’s medal, or any of thofe 
publilhed by Fulvius Urfinus, Dr. Patin, Dr. Vail- 
lant, and Mr. Havercamp. There is a minute dif¬ 
ference between the lower part of the lance, held in 
the right hand of the galeated figure on the reverie 
of the piece before me, and the fame part of the 
lance, exhibited by the other coins. The drapery 
likewife of the galeated figure on the firft of thefe is 


(9) $ a £’ di D{lJertaz< Jtccadmich. &c, Tom. II. p. 65, 66 . 

fome- 
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fomething different from that of the fame figure on 
the reft. The foot of the ox or bull feems hairy on 
my denarius, but not fo on the others. All which 
lingularities, together with the additional Etrufcan 
element at the end of the infcription, reprefent- 
ing R, and the Etrufcan M on the reverfe, will 
perhaps intitle the medal I am confidering to the 
denomination of an inedited coin. The workman- 
fhip is good, but fomewhat different from that of 
the confular denarii, particularly thofe of the fame 
age. Mr. Havercamp juftly remarks, that the legend, 
or infcription, here is Etrufcan (io); but by no 
means ascertains the forms and powers of the let¬ 
ters, of which it is compofed. He even took the 
Etrufcan A in the exergue of his own medal, which 
does not appear in that of mine, for an (11) inverted R, 
Sig. Annibale degli Abati Olivieri calls thefe fmall 
filver pieces (12) Etrufcan medals, becaufe they have 
fcarce any thing in common with thofe of Rome, 
and are adorned with Etrufcan characters, or fuch as 
were in the earlier ages the letters of all Italy, then 
fubjeCt to the Etrufcans; but at the fame time he 
obferves, that they might with greater propriety, not- 
withftanding the authority of the Marquis Scipio 
Maffei, be termed Italian coins. 

As I remember not to have feen an alphabet of the 
Samnite-Etrufcan characters, exhibited to the public ; 
I have taken the liberty to tranfmit one to the Royal 
Society, deduced from fome very valuable Samnite- 


(10) Sig. Haverc. ubi fup. p. 459. 

(r 0 Id- 

(12) Sag. di DijJeriiiZ. Accadmkh. &c, Tom. II, p. 49. 

Etrufcan 
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Etrufcan coins. The dudts of the letters are drawn 
with fo much accuracy, that they may be intirely 
depended upon. [Vide 'Tab. XX.] 

The infcription here mentioned, Handing behind 
the laureated head on this denarius, is drawn from 
the right hand to the left, after the Etrufcan manner, 
and confifts of eight letters. The firft of thefe is the 
Digamma, equivalent to V or F, as it appears on the 
celebrated tables of Gubbio, and feveral Etrufcan 
coins. The fecond is apparently I, and the fixth will 
undoubtedly be taken for the fame element. The third 
is manifeftly T, both on my medal and every iimilar 
one hitherto publifhed. The fourth and fifth mull be E, 
though the latter of thefe has not been perfectly well 
preferved on my coin. The feventh will be univerfally 
confidered as V, though only part of it iS'Vifible on 
the piece before me. The eighth is the Etrufcan R, 
as prefented to our view by one of the medals of 
C. Papius Mutilus, by the tables of Gubbio, and by 
other Etrufcan remains of antiquity. It is very per¬ 
fect and intire, and not exhibited by any fuch piece" 
that has hitherto appeared (13). Sig. Annibale degli 
Abati Olivieri feems inclined to take the firft element 
of the infcription (14) for P. But this is probably 
done in order to accommodate the name to the cor¬ 
rupted text of Velleius. The form he himfelf has 
given us of this letter bears fcarce any refemblance to 
that of the Etrufcan P, on the medals of C. Papius 
Mutilus j but approaches near enough to that of the 


(13) Tab. Euguhtn. pa IT. Vid. etiam Gor. Muf. Etrufe. Vol. II. 
& Dempft. De Etrur. Regal. Tom. I. 

(14) Sag. di Vijfertaz. Accctdemicb. &c. Tom. II. p. 65. 

Digamma, 
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Digamma , or Etrufcan V, above-mentioned. (15) Mr. 
Havercamp’s denarius, as well as mine, and that de- 
fcribed by M. Morel, fets the point here infilled upon 
beyond difpute. 

From the foregoing obfervations we may colled!, 
that our infcription, in Roman, or modern Latin, 
letters, will be FITEEIVR, or VITEEIVR; 
which, in the cacography of the Etrufcans, as their 
rude and uncouth manner of writing is termed by 
Sig. Pafleri (16), feems to anfvver to the VETVRI, 
or rather VETVRIVS, of the Romans. If this be 
admitted, it will be allowed extremely probable, that 
the name of the general, who commanded the Marfi 
in the Italian war, was FITEEIVR, VITEEIVR, 
or VETVRIVS, and neither VETTIVS nor IN- 
STEIVS, as Sig. Annibale degli Abati Olivieri feems 
inclinable (17) to believe. This general is called 
Vettius, orC.Vettius, by (18) Claudius Quadrigarius; 
Infteius, or Infteius Cato, by (19) Velleius; ’Quirm 
Kacroovy Vetius Cato, by (20) Appian; P. Vettius, or 
P. Vettius Scato, by (21) Cicero; Vellius, or Vellius 
Cato, by (22) Florus; and T. Vettius, T. Vetius, 
T. Vetitius, and T. Vietius, in different manufcripts 


(15) Sig. Haverc. ubi fup. p. 459- 

(16) Jo. Bapt. Pafler. Pifaurenf. De Num. Etrufc. Peejianor. 
Dijfertat. p. 18. in Symbol, Literar. opufc. var. Sic, Vol. II. 
Florentine, 1748. 

(17) Sag. di DiJJertaz. Accademuh. (Ac. Tom. II. p. 65, 66. 

(18) Claud. Quadrigar, apud Senec. De Benef. Lib. iii. c. 23. 

(19) Veil. Paterc. Lib. ii. c. 16. 

(20) Appian. Alexandrin. p. 375. 

(21) Cic. Philip, xii. 11. 

(22) Flor. apud Sig. Havercatnp. in not. ad Eutrop. p. 206. 
Lugd. Batavor. 1729. 

and 
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and printed editions of (23) Eutropius. From whence 
we may infer, that the name of this general has been 
corrupted in moft, if not all, of the texts of thofe 
authors j even upon the fuppolition, that our coin 
bears not any relation to him. But as (24) Sig. An¬ 
nibale degli Abati Olivieri has clearly evinced the 
truth of the contrary fuppofition, the variety of cor¬ 
ruptions here produced will add no fmall weight to 
what is more than fuggefted by the denarius I am con- 
fideringj fo that the infeription exhibited by this fmall 
medal is even fupported by thofe corruptions, and will 
undoubtedly, in the opinion of the moft learned men, 
afeertain the name of the general, who commanded 
the Marfi in the Italian war. 

In farther eviction of what is here advanced, it 
may be obferved, that the proper name VETVRIVS 
itfelf has alfo been indifputably corrupted in other 
paflages of antient writers. In one of Cicero (25) 
it has been transformed into Betucius, and in one of 
Plutarch ( 26 ) into Bstst/os, or Butetius. Which 
being maturely weighed, it will not appear ftrange, 
that this general’s family name fliould have met 
with fo hard a fate. For that the piece I am en¬ 
deavouring to explain is one of his coins, will 
be acknowleged more than probable, if we con- 
fider with proper attention what has been urged by 
Sig. Annibale degli Abati (27) Olivieri in favour of 


(23) Eutrop. Hiff. Rom . Lib. v. c. 3. p. 205, 206. Ed. Ha- 
vercamp. Lugd. Bat. 1729. 

(24) Sag. di Differtaz. Accademich . Tom. II. p. 65, 66. 

(25) Cic. in Bruto. 

(26) Plutarch, in Quaff. Roman . 

(27) Sag . di Differtaz, Accademich. Tom. II. p. 65, 66. 

Vol. LI. yS fuch 
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fuch a notion. He has demondrated this denarius 
and one of C. Papius Mutilus to be of nearly the fame 
fize and workmanfhip, to be adorned with infcriptions 
confiding of the fame fort of charadters, and to have 
the very fame type on the reverfe. He has alfo in- 
contedably proved, from the bed authorities that can 
be produced, that C. Papius Mutilus, mentioned by 
the coins he has fo learnedly explained, was cotem¬ 
porary with our Veturius, or, as he denominates him, 
P. Iteeius, and the general under whofe condudt the 
Samnites fo greatly didinguifhed themfelves, in the 
aforefaid ruinous war, againd the Romans. 

But this will dill receive a farther acceffion of 
drength from another confideration, relative to the 
point I am now upon, which ought by no means to 
be omitted here. Two (a8) medals of the Veturian 
family and one of (29) C. Papius Mutilus exhibit 
almod exadlly the fame type on the reverfe, though 
the infcriptions they bear confid of different eha- 
radfers. This amounts at lead to a pretty ftrong 
prefumption, that Ti. Veturius, whofe name occurs 
on one of the Roman denarii, was either the pretor 
of the Marfi himfelf or related to fome commander 
of the allies of the fame namej as (30) Mr. Haver- 
camp takes the piece to have been druck not long 
after the Italians had' the right of fuffrage conferred 
upon them by the Romans, in order to perpetuate 
the memory of that remarkable event. I fay, “ or 
“ related to fome commander of the allies of the fame 


(28) J. Vaill. in Num . Fam. Vetur . p. 533. 

(29) Sag. di Dijfertaz . Accademich. &c. ubi fup. 

( 3 °) Sig. Haverc. Comment . in FamiL Roman . num . omn , 

P- 43 8 > 439. 440. 

“ namej 
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fC name;” becaufe it cannot perhaps be fo eafily proved, 
that he was our Veturius himfelf. For we are told by 
Claudius (31) Quadrigarius, in a fragment of his pre- 
ferved to us by Seneca, that one of this general’s flaves 
killed him, in order to prevent his falling into the 
hands of the Romans; which feems to intimate, that 
he was dead before the conclufion of the Social war, 
or at lead before the Italians were put upon an equal 
foot with the Romans. However, his name might 
have been imprefied upon this denarius, after his 
death. Whether or no the Veturian family itfelf de¬ 
duced its origin from the Marfi, notwithdanding 
the lilence of Fulvius Urfinus, Dr. Vaillant, and Mr. 
Havercamp, on that head, I fhall not take upon me 
to determine. 

Be this, however, as it will, from the family name 
< 3 VI 33 TP, FITEEIVR, or VITEEIVR, on the 
filver Etrufcan, or Samnite, medal, which at prefent 
is the principal objedt of my attention, we may infer, 
that the Etrufcan orthography was very rough and 
unpolifhed, at lead in fome of the Italian provinces, 
lb late as the 66ad, or 663d, year of Rome; when 
that of the Romans, now called the Latin, was ar¬ 
rived at almod the lad degree of perfection. It mud 
neverthelefs be owned, that the later Latin, or Ro¬ 
man, letters (fo denominated in contradidindtion to 
the antient Latin charadters, undoubtedly the fame 
with the Etrufcan, and ufed by the Romans them- 
felves in the earlied times) as well as the Etrufcan, were 
in vogue amongd feveral of the Italian dates, when 
the medals of C. Papius Mutilus and Veturius were 
ftruck. This mod evidently appears, from the filver 


( 31 ) Claud, Quadrigar. apud Senec. ubi fup. 

jS 2 
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pieces, with the word ITALIA upon them, explained 
by Sig. (32) Annibale degli Abati Olivieri, in his firft 
diflertation ; and from a fimilar one in my little ca¬ 
binet, hitherto unpublished, which I lately acquired. 
Hence fome learned men may perhaps be inclined to 
believe, that both the denarius of the Veturian family 
and the coin by me here referred to our Veturius did in 
reality exhibit the name of the general of the Marfi, 
and firft appeared about the 663 d year of Rome. With 
regard to the word <3 VI 33 TID, or VETVR 1 VS, men¬ 
tioned in the beginning of this paragraph, I fhall beg 
leave to remark, that it might as eafily have been 
transformed into VETTIVS, or VETIVS, in the 
manufcripts and printed editions of fome antient 
writers, as PAPIVS into APON 1 VS in thofe of 
others; and that the (33) word APONIVS, for 
PAPIVS, ftands in the text of Diodorus Siculus, as 
cited by Photius. With which obfervations I fhall 
conclude what I have here to fay, in defence of my 
letftion of this Etrufcan infcription. 

As I only intend this paper to be a fhort fupple- 
ment to Sig. Annibale degli Abati Olivieri’s two 
moft excellent diftertations ~upon his Samnite coins, 
it would be intirely fuperfluous to attempt an explica¬ 
tion of the types exhibited by thofe coins; efpecially, 
as this has already been done in fo ample a manner, 
with fo much fagacity and erudition, by that very 
ingenious gentleman himfelf, the learned Sig. Bian- 
coni, and the moft acute Sig. Pafleri, that fcarce any 
thing new or material on that head can be added to 
their obfervations. However, it may not be improper 

(32) Sag, di Differtaz, Accademich . &c, Tom, II. p. 57. 

(33) DkkL Sic. apud Photium 5 in Myriobibl\ p, 1185, 1186. 
Ed. Schot. Rothomagi* 1653, 

juft 
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juft to remark, that both the denarii of C. Papins 
Mutilus and the piece by me attributed to our Vetu- 
rius (34) were coined, in commemoration of the al¬ 
liance entered into by the Italian ftates againft the Ro¬ 
mans, about the time of the commencement of the 
Social war; whereas the Roman medal of Ti. Vetu- 
rius (35), according to Mr. Havercamp, was probably 
ftruck after the conclufion of that war, and even after 
the admiflion of the Italian allies into the city, the 
memory of which it was perhaps intended to perpe¬ 
tuate, by the Romans. 

That the Etrufcan pieces here confidered were ftruck 
on occafion of the Italian war, or war of the allies, 
is likewife abundantly clear, from a moft rare Etruf¬ 
can medal in Lord (36) Pembroke’s noble collection, 
never hitherto explained. It is adorned with fuch a 
laureated head as occurs on Veturius’s coin, and on 
the reverfe a bull goring with one of his horns a fu¬ 
rious wild beaft, refembling a monftrous dog, he had 
got under him, together with the Etrufcan infeription, 

vTRdflMtH MTvm 1 nrorcn >, c. paapi 

MVTIL EMBRATVR, though very indifferently 
copied. This is a fourth Etrufcan, or Samnite, coin 
of C. Papius Mutilus, the Samnite general; which 
Sig. Annibale degli Abati Olivieri had neither feen 
nor heard of, when he publifhed thofe two learned 
diiTertations, which this paper is intended to render 
a little more complete. The bull on Lord Pembroke’s 
medal undoubtedly denoted the ftates of Italy, or rather 

(34) Sag. di Diflertaz. AccacUmich . £sV. Tom. II. p. 65 —72. 
& Tom. IV. p. 140—148. 

(35) Sig- Havercamp. Comment . in Famil Roman . num . omn. 
(S'c. p. 438, 439, 440. 

(36) Nurnijm. Antiqu. (Ac. Thom. Pembrocb. et Mont. Go- 
mcric. Com. P. 2. T. 87. num. ro. 

the 
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the union of thofe Rates, combined againR the Ro¬ 
mans, as the fierce animal under him did the fenate 
and people of Rome; the whole type pointing out to 
us the hoped for fuperiority of the former over the 
latter, or rather being intended as a prognoRication 
of fuch fuperiority. That the bull was the fymbol of 
feveral Italian cities, or Rates (37), appears from the 
coins of Pofidonia, Thurium, Arpi, &c. and that 
the (38) word "IraA©^, Italus, or Italian, in the old 
Etrui'can tongue, the primitive language of all Italy, 
fignified a bull, whence probably that animal might 
become the fymbol of at lead a very confiderable part 
of this country, is a point fo exceeding clear, that it 
will not admit of a difpute. 

To what has been faid we may add, that the Italians 
looked upon the Roman republic, about the time of 
the Social war, as a receptacle of wolves, always ready, 
if not determined, to ravifh their liberty from them. 
This we may collect from the following words of 
PontiusTelelinus, in Velleius: (39)— adjiciens , nun- 
quam defuturos raptores Italicce libertatis lupos , niji 
Jilva , in quam refugere Jolerent, ejfet excifa. This 
obfervation may poffibly throw fome new light upon 
Lord Pembroke’s medal, as well as upon the type of 
my Etrufcan denarius, and the fimilar one of C. Pa- 
pius Mutilus’s coin, which feems to have a little em- 
barraflfed the learned (40) author I have all along here 
had principally in view. 


(37) Hubertus Goltzius, in Magn. Grac. Numifm. palT. 

(38) Apollodor. Lib. ii. Ifacius ad Lycophronem, Sc Tzetzes 
in Cbiliadtbut. 

( 39 ) Veil. Paterc. Lib. ii. c. 27. 

(40) Sag. di Dijfertaz. Accademub. (Ac, Tom. II. p. 66, 67. 
& Tom. IV, p. 141. 

As 




[ 865 ] 

As the foregoing Etrulcan coins are proved to have 
been ftruck about the 66ad or 663d (41) year of 
Rome, the Etrufcan alphabet then undoubtedly pre¬ 
vailed over a very conliderable part of Italy; though 
the forms of fome of the characters, particularly thofe 
of A, P, and I, were not precifely the fame with 
thofe of the equipollent letters ufed in Umbria and 
the (42) Proper Etruria. I lhall only at prefent beg 
leave farther to remark, that the reverfe of my Etruf¬ 
can denarius has handed down to us a new form of 
the Etrufcan M, placed in the exergue, which has 
never been before obferved on any of the Etrufcan 
remains of antiquity; and that I am, with fentiments 
of the higheft refpeCt and efteem, 

SIR, 


Chrift-Church, Oxon. 
May 19, 1760. 


Your moft obliged, 
and moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 

J. Swinton. 


LXXVII. De Proximo Veneris Jub Sole 
! Tranfitu . 

Ad Londinenfem Regiam Societatem. 

Read June 19, I# EM O fane ignorat Aftronomus, 
1 /-o. Jl\I quantiinterfitadabfolutamper- 

feCtionem Aftronomias, accurate nolle diftantiamTerrre 

(41) Annibal. degli Abat. Olivier, ubi fup. & alib. 

(42) Gor. Muf, Etrufc. Annibal. degli Abat. Olivier, in Sag* 

di Dijftrtaz . Accadmich , Tom, II* & Tom. IV. 

S a Sole* 




